
VISIONS OF VOCATION.
COMMON GRACE FOR THE
COMMON GOOD.

Cons ide r  t he  ques t i ons  be low :

S T E V E N  G A R B E R

If vocation is broader than an occupation or
career, how do your callings play out in your life
as it is now? Can you name them?
Does the idea that your vocation may not be
lived out in the context of paid-employment
bring you a sense of freedom or
disappointment or both? 

"Vocation has to be a big word, able to handle the
whole of life. Spoken and unspoken longings,
formal and informal responsibilities, first loves,
and second and third loves, relationships that
matter most and ones that matter, but not quite
like that.” (Ch.8, p.198).
 
1.

2.

 
Spend time wondering about your responses. Seek
out someone with whom you can process your
thoughts.
 

“ T h e  w o r d  v o c a t i o n  i s  a  r i c h  o n e ,  h a v i n g  t o
a d d r e s s  t h e  w h o l e n e s s  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  r a n g e  o f
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  W o r k ,
y e s ,  b u t  a l s o  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  n e i g h b o r s ,  a n d
c i t i z e n s h i p , l o c a l l y  a n d  g l o b a l l y  -  a l l  o f  t h i s
a n d  m o r e  i s  s e e n  a s  v o c a t i o n ,  t h a t  t o  w h i c h  I
a m  c a l l e d  a s  a  h u m a n  b e i n g ,  l i v i n g  m y  l i f e
b e f o r e  t h e  f a c e  o f  G o d .  I t  i s  n e v e r  t h e  s a m e
w o r d  a s  o c c u p a t i o n ,  j u s t  a s  c a l l i n g  i s  n e v e r
t h e  s a m e  w o r d  a s  c a r e e r .  S o m e t i m e s ,  b y
g r a c e ,  t h e  w o r d s  a n d  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  t h e y
r e p r e s e n t  d o  o v e r l a p ,  e v e n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ;
s o m e t i m e s ,  i n  t h e  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  l i f e  i n  a
f a l l e n  w o r l d ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  m u c h  o v e r l a p  a t
a l l . ”  
( " O n  V o c a t i o n . "  A  p r e f a c e  p a r a g r a p h  t o  t h e
b o o k . )


